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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



J . A method for managing a memory in a workstation when a size of 
user sel^ted files exceeds the n^m^ry capacity in the workstation, comprising: 

prioritizing the<useriks*elected files using a prioritization scheme; and 
unloading frcpn the[/nemgry of the workstation a unload file having a 
lower priority\han at least o\i£j>f the user selected files stored in memory, wherein 
the unload file includes at least a portion of at least one of the user selected files. 

2. The l^iethod of claimil, further comprising saving settings relating to 
the unload file in the ^orkstatiom^fore the unloading step. 

3. The meth^ of claim 2, wherein the saving step includes saving 
changes made by a user toVhe unload file including at least one of display settings, 
user viewing settings, and o^ier changes to the original form of the unload file. 

4. The method of olaim 2, further comprising reloading the unload file 
onto the workstation from a server,' and presenting the unload file in an identical 
form as last presented to the userXbefore the unloading step by utilizing the settings 
from the saving step, thereby the liger perceiving the unload file to have been 
virtually open throughout. 

5. The method of claim 1,\ wherein the user selected files include at least 
one open file stored in the memory and>a new file to be stored in the memory. 

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising loading the new file from 
a remote unit to the workstation, and presepting the new file onto the workstation, 
wherein the loading and the presenting steps occur after the unloading step. 

7. The method of claim 5, further cbmprising repeating the prioritizing 
and the unloading steps a plurality of times as de^red to open each successive new 
file on the workstation. 
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8. The nkthod of claim 5, wherein the prioritization scheme designates 
a higher priority to the new file than to the at least one open file. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the prioritization scheme designates 
a higher priority to onaof the user selected files that is a currently being used file 
than to each of the user selected files that comprise a part of a using stack. 

10. Vrhe method of claim 1, wherein the prioritization scheme designates 
a higher priorit\ to the user selected files that comprise a part of a using stack than 
to each of the us&c selected files that is a related file. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 , wherein the prioritization scheme designates 
a higher priority to e^bh of the liser selected files that is a related file than to each of 
the user selected files tkat is not a currently being used file, does not comprise a part 
of a using stack, and is not a related file. 

12. \ The method of claim 1, wherein each of the user selected files 
comprises ima^^id^ta representative of a plurality of images acquired from an 
imaging devic^ 

A system for managing a memory in a workstation when a size of 
user selected files exceeds the memory capacity in the workstation, comprising: 
\ means for prioritizing the user selected files using a prioritization 
scheme; and \ 

means for unloading a unload file having a lower priority than at least 
one of the user selected files stored in memory, wherein the unload file includes at 
least a portion of at\^ast one of the user selected files and wherein the means for 
prioritizing is couplecmo the means for unloading. 

14. The systenl of claim 13, further comprising means for saving settings 
relating to the unload file berfore unloading the unload file, wherein the means for 
saving is coupled to the meank for prioritizing. 
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15. \Yhe system of claim 14, wherein the means for saving is configured 
to save changes^ade by a user to the unload file including at least one of display 
settings, user viewing settings, and other changes to the original form of the unload 
file. \ 

16. The sys\em of claim 14, further comprising means for reloading the 
unload file onto the womcstation from a server, and means for presenting the unload 
file in an identical form ^ last presented to a user before unloading of the unload 
file by utilizing the settings from the means for saving, thereby the user perceiving 
the unload file to have bee A virtually open throughout. 

17. The system ofVlaim 13, wherein the user selected files include at 
least one open file stored in tha memory and a new file to be stored in the memory. 

18. The system of claun 17, further comprising means for loading the 
new file fi"om a remote unit to th A workstation, and means for presenting the new 
file onto the workstation, wherein (he loading and the presenting of the new file 
occurs after the unloading of the unload file. 

19. The system of claim 17\ wherein the means for prioritizing and the 
means for unloading are configured to prioritize and unload, respectively, a plurality 
of times as desired to open each success we new file on the workstation. 

20. The system of claim 17, wherein the prioritization scheme designates 
a higher priority to the new file than to theW least one open file. 

21. The system of claim 13, wherein the prioritization scheme designates 
a higher priority to one of the user selected fifes that is a currently being used file 
than to each of the user selected files that comprise a part of a using stack. 

22. The system of claim 13, wherein tme prioritization scheme designates 
a higher priority to the user selected files that comprise a part of a using stack than 
to each of the user selected files that is a related fila 
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23V The system of claim 13, wherein the prioritization scheme designates 
a higher prrority to each of the user selected files that is a related file than to each of 
the user seleqted files that is not a currently being used file, does not comprise a part 
of a using stack, and is not a related file. 

24. Tne system of claim 13, wherein each of the user selected files 
comprises image \ata representative of a plurality of images acquired fi-om an 
imaging device. 

25. system for managing a memory in a workstation when a size of 
user selected files exceeds the memory capacity in the workstation, comprising: 

a p\ocessor config;ured to prioritize the user selected files using a 
prioritization scheme; and 

the memory configured to unload a unload file having a lower 
priority than at leasi one of the user selected files stored in memory, wherein the 
unload file includes at^ast a portion of at least one of the user selected files and 
wherein the processor isVoupled to the memory. 

26. The system of claim 25, wherein the memory is configured to save 
settings relating to the unloaU file before unloading the unload file. 

27. The system of claim 26, wherein thexsettings include at least one of 
display settings, user viewing settings, and other changes to the original form of the 
unload file. V 

28. The system of claim 2^ wherein the memory is configured to reload 
the unload file fi-om a server, and further comprising a display coupled to the 
processor and configured to present the unload file in an identical form as last 
presented to a user before the unload file Was unloaded by utilizing the settings, 
thereby the user perceives the unload file n? have been virtually open throughout. 

29. The Jiystem of claim 25, wherein the user selected files include at 
least one open file kfl^i^ in the memory and a new file to be stored in the memory. 
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The system of claim 29, wherein the memory is configured to load 
the new file from a remote unit, and further comprising a display coupled to the 
processor ai^ configured to display the new file. 

3L XThe system of claim 29, wherein the processor and the memory are 
configured to prioritize and unload, respectively, a plurality of times as desired to 
open each succe^ve new file on the workstation. 

32. Th^ ^^^em of claim 29, wherein the prioritization scheme designates 
a higher priority to tHte new file than to the at least one open file. 

33. The systern of claim 25, wherein the prioritization scheme designates 
a higher priority to one af the user selected files that is a currently being used file 
than to each of the user selected files that comprise a part of a using stack. 

34. The system of claim 25, wherein the prioritization scheme designates 
a higher priority to the user selected files that comprise a part of a using stack than 
to each of the user selected fiiles mat is a related file. 

35. The system of claim\25, wherein the prioritization scheme designates 
a higher priority to each of the user \elected files that is a related file than to each of 
the user selected files that is not a currently being used file, does not comprise a part 
of a using stack, and is not a related file\ 

36. The system of claim 25, wherein each of the user selected files 
comprises image datAiem*esentative of a plurality of images acquired from an 
imaging device, wherein the workstation is coupled to the imaging device. 
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